Public request to take stronger measures of social
distancing across the UK with immediate effect

14th March 2020
(last update: 16th March 2020, 15:00)

As scientists living and working in the UK, we would like to express our concern
about the course of action announced by the Government on 12th March 2020
regarding the Coronavirus outbreak. In particular, we are deeply preoccupied
by the timeline of the proposed plan, which aims at delaying social distancing
measures even further.

The current data about the number of infections in the UK is in line with the
growth curves already observed in other countries, including Italy, Spain, France,
and Germany [1]. The same data suggests that the number of infected will be in
the order of dozens of thousands within a few days.

Under unconstrained growth, this outbreak will affect millions of people in the
next few weeks. This will most probably put the NHS at serious risk of not
being able to cope with the flow of patients needing intensive care, as the number
of ICU beds in the UK is not larger than that available in other neighbouring
countries with a similar population [2]. Going for “herd immunity” at this point
does not seem a viable option, as this will put NHS at an even stronger level of
stress, risking many more lives than necessary.

By putting in place social distancing measures now, the growth can be slowed
down dramatically, and thousands of lives can be spared. We consider the social
distancing measures taken as of today as insufficient, and we believe that addi-
tional and more restrictive measures should be taken immediately, as it is already
happening in other countries across the world.

We urge anyone who has sympathy with our views, and access to the govern-
ment strategy group, to make our concerns more widely known.
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London

Daniele Quercia, Department Head, Nokia Bell Labs, Cambridge

Oliver Ratmann, Lecturer in Statistics, Imperial College London

Tiago Azevedo, PhD student in Computer Science, University of Cambridge

Veronica Vinciotti, Reader in Mathematics, Brunel University London

Vitaliy Kurlin, Senior Lecturer in Computer Science, University of Liverpool.

Martin Weigel, Reader in Theoretical Physics, Centre for Fluid and Complex Systems, Coventry University

Thomas P. Sotiriou, Professor of Gravitational Physics, School of Mathematical Sciences & School of Physics
and Astronomy, University of Nottingham

Francesca Baletto, Reader in Physics, King’s College London

Istvan Z. Kiss, Professor of Mathematics, University of Sussex

John Harvey, Daphne Jackson Research Fellow, Department of Mathematics, Swansea University
Sarah Barry, Lecturer in Statistics, University of Strathclyde

Sandro Sousa, PhD Student, Complex Systems, Queen Mary University of London
Antonino Tannazzo, PhD student, Queen Mary University of London

Luc Berthouze, Professor of Complex Systems, University of Sussex

Mirna Dzamonja, Professor of Mathematics, University of East Anglia

Pablo Lamata, Wellcome Trust Senior Research Fellow in Basic Biomedical Science
Jean-Marc Vanden-Broeck, Professor of Applied Mathematics, University College London
Ben Murray, Senior Research Associate, King’s College London

Aleksandra Ivovic, PhD student in Biological Sciences, University of Cambridge

Andreas Fring, Professor of Mathematical Physics, City University of London



114.
115.
116.
117.
118.
119.
120.
121.

122.
123.
124.
125.

126.
127.
128.
129.
130.
131.
132.
133.
134.
135.
136.

137.
138.
139.
140.
141.
142.
143.

144.

145.
146.
147.

Cristina Inversi, Lecturer in Employment Law, The University of Manchester

Luigi Margiotta-Casaluci, Lecturer in Pharmacology and Toxicology, Brunel University London
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Nabil Igbal, Assistant Professor, Department of Mathematical Sciences, Durham University
Alessio Borzi, Phd Student in mathematics, University of Warwick

Steven Groen, PhD student, University of Warwick

Bert Wuyts, Postdoctoral Research Fellow Complex Systems, Exeter University

Jonathan Ben-Artzi, Reader (Associate Professor), School of Mathematics, University of Cardiff

Roberto Bellelli, Lecturer/Group leader, Center for Cancer Cell and Molecular Biology, Barts Cancer Insti-
tute, Queen Mary University of London

Martin Bauer, Assistant Professor in Physics, Durham University
Katy Poncin, Microbiologist at the Sir William Dunn School of Pathology, Oxford

Alex Slavenko, Royal Society Research Associate, Department of Animal and Plant Sciences, University of
Sheffield

Vasiliki Koutsouveli, PhD student , Natural History Museum London
Meghna Kataria, Postdoctoral Research Associate, Cell Cycle Control Laboratory, UCL Cancer Institute
Andrea Civilini, PhD student in Complex Systems and Networks, Queen Mary University of London

Sergio Martinez Cuesta, Research associate, Department of Chemistry and Cancer Research UK, Cambridge
Institute, University of Cambridge

Elisa Frasnelli, Senior Lecturer in Life Sciences, University of Lincoln

Jonathan Bailey, Postdoctoral fellow, The Francis Crick Institute London

Chunyu Wang, PhD student in Statistics, University of Manchester

Elisabetta Versace, Lecturer in Psychology, Queen Mary University of London; Alan Turing Institute
Rainer Hollerbach, Professor of Applied Mathematics, University of Leeds

Lucy Auton DPhil, PDRA and Stipendiary Lecturer in Applied Mathematics, Mathematical Institute, Uni-
versity of Oxford

John Mooney FFPH, Senior Lecturer in Public Health, Regional Representative (North East England) for
Faculty of Public Health, University of Sunderland

Jonathan L Heeney, Professor of Comparative Pathology, University of Cambridge
Esma Kurban, PhD student, Dynamical System, Queen Mary University of London

Peter Buneman FRS, Professor of Database Systems LFCS, School of Informatics, University of Edinburgh

12



382.
383.
384.

385.

386.
387.
388.
389.

390.
391.
392.
393.
394.
395.
396.
397.

398.

399.
400.
401.
402.
403.
404.

405.
406.
407.
408.

409.
410.

411.
412.

William Weimin Yoo, Lecturer in Statistics, Queen Mary University of London
Noor Shamsinar Binti Abd Jalal, Phd Student, Randall Centre, King’s College London

Jody Rosenblatt, Professor of Cell Biology, Faculty of Life Sciences & Medicine, School of Basic & Medical
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Professor Diane Maclagan, Mathematics Institute, University of Warwick
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